[New dimensions for dendritic cells].
Dendritic cells have turned out to be important component in the regulation of immune responses. In addition to various external structures they recognize the body's own intracellular structures and utilize them to construct information about threats affecting the well-being of organs and tissues. Dendritic cells are able to direct immune responses in a manner that among other things opens new dimensions to the prevention and management of autoimmune diseases, allergies, cancer and atherosclerosis. Vaccines directed to dendritic cells and modification of dendritic cells in vitro are becoming a part of the novel, targeted immunotherapy.